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the free-trade policy, was convinced, not only that
it would be a benefit to all mankind, but that, if
Britain led the way, other countries would follow
her example. Cobden was a manufacturer, but he
was also a philanthropist, who believed that mono-
polies and restrictions were causes of war.
Self-Government
The colonies in the same period advanced far
towards self-government. In 1839 Lord Durham
wrote his famous Report on the political affairs of
Canada. He advocated responsible government,
the ruling of a colony by ministers dependent on
the votes of its own inhabitants. In the ensuing
years responsible government was established in
Canada, whence it spread to Australia and New
Zealand in 1855-6. In these countries the Colonial
Office of Great Britain ceased to appoint the officials,
and the Governor representing the Crown yielded
active administration to the colonial Prime Minister
elected by the popular vote.
Withdrawal of Troops from Free Colonies
Responsible government marked an advance in
liberty. It provided also the solution of a military
problem. The people of England disliked expendi-
ture on armaments, and yet the Empire had needed
considerable expenditure. The British Army had
been split up in little garrisons and field forces all
over the world, and only a minority of its troops had
served at home. The dispersion was bad for train-
ing, and it grew increasingly dangerous as the
century advanced; for militarism was growing in